Burlington’s Government 101

1. What type of government does the City of Burlington have?
Burlington has a mayor-council form of government. With this form of local government the mayor

must work with city

council, and citizens, to make decisions affecting the city.

Burlington is fortunate to have many active citizens that keep the city running smoothly by serving on
city council, city commissions, various steering committees, and Neighborhood Planning Assemblies.
Without these volunteers Burlington city government would not function as well.

2. What does the mayor do?

The mayor is the chief executive of administration and is responsible for the overall planning of the
city and answering to citizens’ concerns. City residents elect the mayor every three years.

3. What does city council do?

City council serves as the legislative body in city government. The council has the authority to make
decisions that affect the city by voting on resolutions. Resolutions are written documents that outline a
decision or action that the city wishes to take. The Mayor is not part of city council but does have veto
power, meaning he can block proposed actions. However, the Mayor's veto can be overturned if two-

thirds of city council votes in favor of overturning it.

There are fourteen city councilors, two from each ward in the city. City Councilors serve 2-year terms.
New councilors are elected every two years but the elections are staggered so that not all city council
seats come up for election in the same year. Only citizens who live in the ward the councilor is from
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vote in the election.

4. What do city commissions do?

City commissions oversee the operations of city
departments and deal with the department's
current issues, general operations, budget, and
personnel matters. Commission chairs must
report to the mayor before making any final
decisions.

5. How can citizens get involved?
Commissions are sounding boards for public
opinion. Each commission meeting begins with a
public forum where citizens can come and voice
their concerns directly. Citizens can also talk to a
city councilor about their concerns.

Citizens can also run for city council or city
commissions themselves.
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6. Who is on city council?

Ward 1

Ed Adrian (2010) (D)

35 Brookes Ave
Burlington, VT 05401
862-9851 (h) 233-2131 (c)
eadrian@comcast.net

Sharon Foley Bushor (2011) (1)
52 East Avenue

Burlington, VT 05401

658-3604 (h)
sharonbushor@comcast.net

Ward 2

Emma Mulvaney-Stanak (2011) (P)
20 Oak Street #2

Burlington, VT 05401

540-0185 (h)
emstanak@ci.burlington.vt.us

David Berezniak (2010) (D)
52 Willow Street
Burlington, VT 05401
863-2598 (h)
davidsframeshop@aol.com

Ward 3

Marrisa S. Caldwell (2011) (P)
101 Park Street Apt D
Burlington, VT 05401
578-7325(c)
mcaldwell@ci.burlington.vt.us

Clarence Davis (2010) (P)

21 Lafayette Place #2

Burlington, VT 05401

238-1155 (h)
clarencedavis@burlingtontelecom.net

Ward 4

Russell Ellis (2010) (D)

328 Shore Road

Burlington, VT 05408
862-4584 (h)
rrellis@burlingtontelecom.net

Nancy C. Kaplan (2011) (D)
54 Muirfield Road
Burlington, VT 05408
862-8807 (h)
nckaplan@gmail.com

Ward 5

William J Keogh (2010) (D)
Council President

21 Alder Lane

Burlington, VT 05401
862-5270 (h)
bkeoghsr@yahoo.com

Joan Shannon (2011) (D)

41 Central Avenue

Burlington, VT 05401

860-7489 (h & w)
jshannon@burlingtontelecom.net

Ward 6

Mary Kehoe (2011) (D)

27 Kingsland Terrace
Burlington, VT 05401
862-5520 (h)
kehoeforcouncil@gmail.com

Karen Paul (2010) (1)
171 Crescent Road
Burlington, VT 05401
863-3817 (h)
paulfin@sover.net

Ward 7

Paul Decelles (2010) (R)
96 Gosse Court
Burlington, VT 05408
658-4367
pdecelles@comcast.net

Vincent Dober, Sr. (2011) (R)
82 Heineberg Road
Burlington, VT 05408
865-4907 (h)
doberv@burlingtontelecom.net
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